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PAGE 01 NAIROB 0I4I2 272255Z 
ACTION AE- 10 

INEO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-OI 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-0 1 PRS-OI SP-02 
SS-I5 USIA-06 MCT-OI HA-05 ACDA-I2 AID-05 /092W 

065268 28I3I4Z/23 

R27I3I5Z JAN 78 
PM AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4585 
INEO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
USCINCEUR 

CONPIDENTIAL NAIROBI 1412 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: KE, SO, ET, PBOR 

SUBJECT: SHIPTA ACTIVITY IN NORTH 

1. DAILY NATION JANUARY 27 HEADLINED "23 SHOT DEAD BY SHIFTA." 

STORY, BY LOCAL CORRESPONDENT, REPORTED ASIDE PROM 23 DEAD 
SHIFTA HAD SERIOUSLY WOUNDED 21 WHO NOW HOSPITALIZED. 

2. ACTION REPORTEDLY TOOK PLACE NEAR SOLOLO, SOME 40 MILES 
WEST OP MOYALE ON KENYAN/ETHIOPIAN BORDER. SHIPTA SUPPOSEDLY 
STRUCK VILLAGE DURING NIGHT 24-25. PRESS REPORT ADDED THAT 

3 ARMED HOME GUARDS HAD BEEN TAKEN HOSTAGE. 

3. KENYAN AIR PORCE OPPICER TOLD MEMBER TAFT JANUARY 25 THAT 
SECTION EASTLEIGH (MILITARY) AIRPORT CLEARED THAT APTERNOON 
POR PLANE CARRYING CASUALITIES. HE ADDED THAT CASUALITIES WERE 
CIVILIAN VICTIMS OP SHIPTA ATTACK IN NORTH AND THAT 20 HAD 
BEEN KILLED. 

4. EMBOFP AND TAPT NOTICED COMBAT ARMY TROOPS AT EASTLEIGH 
APTERNOON JANUARY 26. TROOPS APPEARED TO BE WAITING 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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POR AIR TRANSPORT. 

5. COMMENT: THIS SHIPTA ACTIVITY IN NORTH PIRST 

SINCE SERIOUS INCIDENTS OP LATE DECEMBER 77. WHILE THIS 
SHIFTA RAID LARGE SCALE, WE DO NOT INTERPRET IT AS 
POLITICALLY MOTIVATED OR CONTROLLED FROM MOGADISCIO. 

LOCAL SHIFTA BANDS ON ETHIOPIAN SIDE OF BORDER HAVE BEEN 
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HARRASSING KENYAN VILLAGES FOR MANY MONTHS. ARMED 
RAIDS TO STEAL FOOD AND CATTLE ARE A WAY OF LIFE IN THE 
AREA. 

6. HOWEVER, SHIFTA RAIDS UNDOUBTEDLY ADD TO NERVOUSNESS 
OF KENYAN MILITARY WHICH IS WELL AWARE OF ITS VULNERABILITY 
VIS A VIS SOMALI FORCES AND EVEN WELL ARMED AND MOBILE 
SHIFTA. WE SUSPECT TROOPERS SEEN AT AIRPORT JANUARY 27 
WERE ON WAY NORTH TO BOLSTER GARRISON IN MOYAI.F. AREA. 

LE MF.LLF. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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